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Classical Theatre through the lens of Indian thought
Natyakala or the art of Theatre is a very special aspect of Indian performing arts. It offers a

unique and self-evident delight that needs no justification. India/Bharatam showcases a rich diversity of

dance forms that vary across different regions. Nonetheless, the foundation of all Indian dance forms lies

in classical traditions, as outlined in the Natya Sastra. The origin, development, and intrinsic nature of
classical dance are thoroughly explored in this research paper.

This present paper explores the roots of Indian theatre as reflected in the Vedas, with a focus on

its Vydkarana elements and associated SQtras. The classification of Natya Sastra as the Panchama

Veda is substantiated with citations from a range of classical sources.
A concise introduction is provided to the three branches of classical theatre: Nfttam, Nrityam,
and Natyam. This work further examines the significance of acting within Indian classical dance. In

conclusion, this study asserts that Natyakala serves as a medium for promoting the welfare of humanity.
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